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Ayyamarasa observed : " Whatever Your Majesty said by
way of pleasantry may be considered by them unnatural; for
it is said,

"la the linaiMe speech uttered by a great man genuinely humble (in
spirit) ? It will appear unnatural later. Does fche bow which bends from
its extremities show humility ? It kills the opponent at once."

" It is customary, according to the politico-moral maxims
of Caijakya, that envoys should report to their masters not
only what they have heard and seen, but their considered
opinion on affairs forming Ihe subject-matter of their report.
The information so communicated deserves the anxious
consideration of the people there. After careful examination of
the facts mentioned in the report they must have tendered
their advice."

When the councillors had expressed their opinion, the
Kaya said: " This appears to (provide us with) a cause for
what we have intended to do in the future." Then he sent

away Appaji and others.
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The Baya said to Appaji and other (ministers) : u We
have only expressed privately our desire to wage war upon the
Mussalmans; and they are already taking steps (to ward off
our attack). Is it courage or panic that has prompted them to

take these precautionary steps ? "*

To this question, Appaji and the other ministers replied :
11 (Kings') generally hear the news coming from all quarters ;
but they do not immediately pay any attention to it. After the
lapse of a few days, however, they cause a rumour to be spread
that the ruler of the sima would pay a visit to his district; so that
the forts in all the places should have fresh supplies of provisions
and other articles as well as its full complement of troops.f

*The language of the  original is not   quite intelligible here.    So the gist of the
sentence is given.

t The original has * s&m^aUm ' which perhaps denotes the required quota of troops

to be maintained for the defence of a fort.